26o   A  NEW CRITICISM   OF  ROUSSEAU

Saint-Lambert, made rendezvous in woods and bosquets
at midnight with the love-lorn Jean Jacques; why,
having gone to the uttermost limits of imprudence, she
suddenly became cold and prudent, without cause; why,
having Insisted upon his committing the error of
consulting Grimm, she afterwards, when mischief caine
of her advice, turned round and blamed him for having
followed it ? Why, having protested that her undying
affection and esteem should always he his, never mind
what other people might say of him, at the very first hint
that pubic favour was turning against him, she wrote to
him to say that her reputation required she should break
off their friendship ? The explanation and exoneration
of this conduct is given by Madame d'Epinay: it
belonged to Mme. d'Houdetofs character: " Avee elle
pas de lendemain."mper,
